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Health Department of Northwest Michigan Honors Many Years of Home-Based Care.   

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is honoring over 30 years of excellent service in the Home Health 
and Hospice industry, but even longer as a ‘skilled nursing’ home care establishment as they prepare to close 
the Home Health and Hospice division on September 30, 2019.  
 
Home Care has always been a part of public health nursing and continues to be. Public health nurses from the 
Health Department have provided home care to individuals for many years. When home health care became 
more complex and specialized in the 1980’s, the Health Department responded by separating their Family 
Health and Home Health divisions so that nurses could specialize and provide the most comprehensive, quality 
care; the same dedicated care that has given this division the ‘sterling’ reputation within the counties it serves. 
 
As the health care landscape, certifications and regulations change, it has become increasingly difficult to 
continue to provide these specialized services as a smaller organization. Lisa Peacock, Health Officer at the 
Health Department acknowledged “We know that, for the Health Department of Northwest Michigan, Home 
Health and Hospice has a long-standing tradition of excellence and quality due to the highly qualified staff who 
have cared for our patients over many years. Their dedicated service is embedded in the history of our 
organization.”   
 
Peacock also noted, “We recognize that older adults are the fastest growing sector of the population and we 
remain committed to serving their needs. Adult health will remain a local public health priority and we look 
forward to exploring, along with our community partners, how to best promote health in the aging population.” 
Hospice of Northwest Michigan (doing business as Northwest Michigan Hospice) is a long-standing partner and 
non-profit entity which has long provided support for hospice needs in the community, and the Health 
Department is working closely with their Director and Board to discuss future possibilities.   
 
The Health Department of Northwest Michigan will continue to embrace the historic model of home visiting as a 
means of reaching those who need it most in a variety of programs and services but will always look back with 
pride on the long history of Home Health and Hospice services. 
 
The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is mandated by the Michigan Public Health Code to promote 
wellness, prevent disease, provide quality healthcare, address health problems of vulnerable populations, and 
protect the environment for the residents and visitors of Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet, and Otsego counties. For 
additional information about the closing of the Home Health and Hospice Division, call Erin Luckhardt at 989-
906-6202 or visit www.nwhealth.org. 
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